Seafloor Mapping of Long Island Sound, Friday, June 15, 2012
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Why Map the
Seafloor?

Managers and
researchers simply do
not have the necessary
knowledge of seafloor
habitats required to
make effective
decisions about
balancing resource
protection and human
uses in Long Island
Sound in the 21
century.

Underneath the surface of Long Island Sound exists a wide range of seafloor
habitats—from the muddy, silty bottom in the Narrows near New York City, to the deep and rocky
recession in the Race near Fishers Island. Mapping the seafloor provides a framework to better
understand and manage the resources dependent on these diverse habitats.

A 2004 settlement between the

states of Connecticut and New

York, two power companies, and

a cable company is providing
funding for seafloor mapping.
The settlement resolved a

permitting dispute relating to two

electrical cable crossings of
Long Island Sound. As part of
the settlement, the companies

agreed to contribute $6 million to
a Long Island Sound Research

and Restoration Fund.

In 2004, the Long Island Sound
Study Policy Committee signed
a Memorandum of Under-
standing on administering the
fund for research and res-
toration projects to enhance the
waters and related natural
resources of Long Island
Sound.

In 2006, the Long Island Sound
Study Policy Committee signed
a second Memorandum of
Understanding formally estab-

lishing a framework for the
fund’s use.

The Fund will be used to
improve scientific under-
standing and effective
management, emphasizing
benthic mapping as a priority
need. The surveys supported
by the fund will be initiated in
2012 and will focus on a pilot
area in Long Island Sound.

Existing maps such as the generalized
bathymetry shown here are useful for large-
scale, Sound-wide planning, but are in-
sufficient for smaller or regional efforts. The
forthcoming maps and data from this effort
will provide improved detail and address
seafloor habitats and their ecological
communities as well as geological, chemical,
and physical characteristics of the seafloor.



Identified

Management Needs

Seafloor Mapping

products will support:
Species and

Habitats

_Infrastructure . Identification

- Planning 5

DR S PN, il oo : NN e
. \ \\ N \
S, ._\.'-\.
<

| General Mapping \
and Ocean ANV
Management

SURVEY -4
H11250 _;}‘g{ 7t :

MULTIBEAM BATHYMETRY
UNIVERSAL TRANSVERSE MERCATOR, ZONE 18

For more information:

http://longislandsoundstudy.net/research-monitoring/seafloor-mapping/

Longislandsoundstudy.net
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