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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

Note: Subheads, question numbers, input numbers, and italicized text did not appear to
respondents. Answer scales throughout the questionnaire were randomly presented in reverse
order about half the time to reduce the influence of order bias.

Introduction and Screening

S1.

S2.

S3.

S4.

e« PARTNERSHIP

In what state do you live?

(07010 T=Te3 (o]0 | TP 52%
NSV o ] o GO 48%

In what county do you live? (Sample was stratified to provide a significant number of

interviews in five regions of the watershed; additional population weights will be applied to

bring the Sound-wide results into proper balance.)

Connecticut

ST i (=1 (o TR 18%
[ £=1 80 (o T 23%
[N o] 0 =1 o T 7%
1Y [To o | {11 TP 14%
[N LT = 1= o 25%
[N L= 1o o [ o N 6%
o] 1 =1 T TR 3%
L A AT g To | o =1 o AR 3%
New York

2] 0] 0) TR 40%
(070) (V1591 o] = 1T *%
D10} (] 1T *%
(NP TTST= U T 7%
QUEBEINS ...t e e e aaaa 19%
010 ]| TR 17%
A T (o] g LT (=) ST 17%
Sampling region of the respondent

Region 1 (Upland CT) ..o 19%
Region 2 (Coastal CT).....coooeieiieeeeeeee 33%
Region 3 (Westchester+t, NY) .. ..o 8%
Region 4 (Bronx + QUEENS, NY) ... 28%
Region 5 (Nassau + Suffolk, NY ... 1%

What is your zip code at home? (See data file.)

What is your age? (Number box for exact age. Categories have been created.)

(YT (= o 24 T 13%
DT (o TR 7 17%
TSI (o T AT 16%
I (o TR TP 17%
LTS3 (o T 7 S 17%
1SR 0Tl 1 1[0 (= 21%
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

Relationship with the Outdoors

1. How often do you do any of these things?

(Randomize list):
A. Go fishing or shellfishing

Canoe, kayak, or paddleboard
Powerboat or salil
Swim or wade in natural waters (not a pool)

Hike or walk near the water

nmmoow

Birdwatch or observe other wildlife

(New screen; show any activities from Q1A-F that were marked frequently or occasionally plus

a text box for other):

1G.Do you do any of those activities on Long Island Sound or in the harbors, bays, rivers,

streams, or coastlines near Long Island Sound?
(Phone: If yes): Which ones? (Pause. Do not read list unless needed.)

(Online): Mark which ones, if any.

A B C D E F
Frequently 10% | 6% | 6% | 14% | 28% | 22%
Occasionally 19% | 17% | 12% | 33% | 38% | 32%
Top 2 (Frequently + Occasionally) | 29% | 23% | 17% | 46% | 66% | 54%
On/Near Long Island Sound (Q1G) | 22% | 16% | 13% | 32% | 46% | 35%

Rarely 23% | 23% | 22% | 27% | 19% | 21%
Never 46% | 52% | 59% | 26% | 14% | 23%
Not Sure 2% | 2% 2% 1% 2% 2%

1H. Do you do any other activities on Long Island Sound or in the harbors, bays, rivers,

streams, or coastlines near Long Island Sound? (Open-ended; categorized responses.)

Take WalKS/ EXEICISE........coeieeii e 26%
Go to the beach/ different bodies of water ... 17%
Enjoy the water and nature/ Relax or meditate ..............ccoooiiiiiiiien 13%
Picnic/ Barbecue/ Gather with friends or family ...............ccc 9%
Go to local restaurants and StOreS............oovvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9%
BO@EING....cciiiiiiiiiiieie e 7%
SWIM/ GO INThe WaLer .......ee e 7%
Camping and NiKING.......coooiii e 6%
Fishing/Crabbing/Clamming ...........ooiuiiiiiiiiee e 5%
Go to different attractions or events.............oooovviiiiiiiii 4%
Photograph the fish and wildlife...............oooiiiii 2%
Mentions SPeCific I0CAtION ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 2%
HUNEING. e ettt r e s e e e e e e e e ae e e e e e aaeaeanees 1
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
2.

Do you feel like you have convenient access to Long Island Sound or other waters near

you?

Y S et 68%
N O e 21%
(I 0] =10 = TP 11%

When you think about all the other things you could be doing with your time, how important

is it to you to have convenient access to the water for outdoor activities?

Very IMPOMANT ... 31%
S To] g oAV o F= 0 0] o o] 5 €= T o | QO 29%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat important) ...............ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 59%

I =0 1 =SS 23%
Somewhat Unimportant ... 9%
VEry UNIMPOITANT. .........uii e 8%
Bottom 2 (Very + Somewhat unimportant) ................ccccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 18%

If you are in parks or on trails near the water, do you feel welcome and a sense of
belonging there?

AIWAYS. .. 36%
USUAIIY .. 41%
Top 2 (Always + usually) ............ooooeeeeiiii 77%
ONlY SOMEIMES ...t 12%
NV T . 3%
Bottom 2 (Sometimes + NEVE) .............oeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 15%
NOE SUIE ... 3%
Don’t o t0 thOSE PIACES ... 5%

(If never or only sometimes):
4A. Please briefly describe why you said you {drop in Q4 response: never/only sometimes} feel

welcome and a sense of belonging in parks or on trails near the water? (Open-ended.
Categorized responses. See verbatim responses..)

[just do Ot IIKE PArks..........ooiiiiiiii e 15%
Itis Not accesSIDIE 10 M@ .....ee e 14%
Depends on my mood/Personal issues with parks ...........ccccoeeeeiii, 12%
The parks feel like they are private or for residents only/I don’t know anyone ...... 12%
They are not safe/Clean.............ooo i 12%
The people there are NOt WeICOMING ........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1%
The parks are t00 CrOWAEd.............uuiiiiiiiiiiii e 8%
Because of the weather.............oooviiiiiiiiii 7%
RACISM/PIEJUAICE ...t 4%
L 1 0 PR 10%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
eeo<e PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORKS

-

SEARCH



Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

(All):

5. Can you picture in your mind a stream, river, bay, or coastline close to where you live?
(Online, continue with): If yes, what is its name? (Phone: Pause; if yes, continue with):
What is its name?

Yes, | can picture it, and this is itS NAME...........oiirriiii i, 46%
Yes, | can picture it; but | do not know its name............ccccooooiiiiiiiiie e, 28%
Yes, | can picture it; but it is too smallto have aname. ................ccooeiiiiiiiiiennnn.n. 6%
o] = ]I =K 81%
NO, | cannot PICTUrE it .....ooeeee e 14%
[N L0 AT | (< T 6%

6. If you were to consider all the issues and challenges facing this area today, where would
protecting the natural environment rank on that priority list for you?

N O £ = (o o S 27%
ADOVE GVEIAQE ... . e 35%
Top 2 (At the top + AbOVe average)............cccceeeeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 62%

In the middle of the pack ..., 24%
7= (o 1T ar= 1YY = o = PP 5%
AL The DOHOM ... e e e eanaes 3%
Bottom 2 (Below average + At the bottom) ...............ccoooveeeiiiiieiiiiieee, 8%

I [0 = U PP 5%

Relationship with the Sound

8. As far as you know, do you live in the Long Island Sound watershed?

YeS, defiNITEIY ... 14%
(TS T 0= 1] o1 TP 19%
TOUAl YOS ... 32%
NO, MAYDE NOL.....eeiiiiiii e 15%
NO, defiNitely NOt ... 31%
TOAI NO..........eieee e 46%

[ haVe NO IAEA. ... 22%

9. What three adjectives first come to your mind when you think about Long Island Sound?
(3 text boxes; see verbatim responses.)

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

10

. Do you agree or disagree with these statements about Long Island Sound?

A. Long Island Sound has a positive economic impact on our region.

Long Island Sound provides recreational opportunities for people like me.
Long Island Sound is a national treasure.

Being near Long Island Sound makes me feel peaceful and happier.

| care about Long Island Sound.

@ T mOow

. | care about the river, stream, or coastline (including local beach, bay, harbor, or
cove) closest to where | live.

H. | know what | can do to help improve the health of the Sound.

A B Cc E F G H
Strongly agree 28% | 31% | 33% | 33% | 40% | 47% | 13%
Somewhat agree 29% | 30% | 27% | 27% | 27% | 27% | 23%
Total Agree 58% | 61% | 60% | 60% | 67% | 74% | 36%
Neutral or not sure 34% | 25% | 26% | 27% | 21% | 14% | 44%
Somewhat disagree 5% | 8% | 8% | 7% | 6% | 6% | 13%
Strongly disagree 4% | 6% | 7% | 6% | 6% | 6% | 7%
Total Disagree 9% | 14% | 14% | 13% | 12% | 12% | 20%

11. From a public health perspective, how safe do you think it is for adults and children to swim

12.

«*e< PARTNERSHIP

in Long Island Sound?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 3)

NIy Sl e 19%
SOMEWINAL SAFE ... e e 42%
TOLAI SAFQ.....ccnoeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e 60%
SOMEWNAt UNSAFE ......oieeiiii e e et e et e e et eeaaeaes 19%
VEIY UNSAFE ... e 7%
TOLAI UNSAI@ ... e 26%

I L0 AT | (= 14%

How safe is it to eat fish and shellfish from Long Island Sound?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 4)

VEIY SAFE . e 18%
SOMEWINAE SAFE ... e e 36%
TOLAI SAFQ.....ccceeeeeeeeeee e et 54%
SOMEWNAt UNSAFE ... e e e et e e e e et eeaaeees 17%
VMY UNSAFE ... e 8%
TOtAI UNSAI@ ...t ettt 25%
L0 ST | (=T 21%
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

13. Do you think the quality of the water in Long Island Sound is...?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 5)

EXCEIIENT ... e e e e e eanees 8%
(€70 1o I OO UPPPPPR 36%
Top 2 (Excellent + GOOQ)............cccoeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeees e 45%
= 1 S 31%
P OO . e e e e aaaan 10%
Bottom 2 (Fair + POOK) .........coooeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees e 41%

I o A= U S 14%

14. Compared to five years ago, do you think the quality of the water in Long Island Sound
is...?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 6)

1Y/ [0 To] T oY= 1 (=Y TR 9%
SOMEWINAL DEET .. ... e e et e et e e 20%
o]z I =121 (=] 29%
ADOUL thE SAME ... et e e 33%
SOMEBWINAE WOISE..... et e e et et et e e e e e e e aeas 17%
Y1 o TR0 =T 5%
TOLQI WOISE ...t e 22%

[N Lo ST [ (< TR 16%

Barriers to Spending Time Outdoors/at the Sound

15. (Online): Here are some reasons why people might not visit Long Island Sound. Mark any
that apply to you. (Randomize list.)

(Phone): What keeps you from visiting Long Island Sound, if anything? (Do not read list.
Code any reasons mentioned.)

10T - 1 31%
LaCK Of tiME. .. e e 28%
Cost of parking or permit fEES .......ccooiiiiiiiiiie e 28%
Lack of transportation............ooeeviiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 24%
Prefer a different water body ... 21%
Just notinterested.........ooo i 20%
Can’t swim or don’t feel comfortable around the water .............cccccceeeiiiiiriiiiininnnnn. 20%
1o o TN oo 1 (=T o P 18%
Don’t have proper equipment (life vests, fishing poles, boat, etc.) ........................ 18%
Health or mobility ISSUES .......ooooiiii 17%
| don’t know how to access the Sound or its coastline................c.ccoooeeee. 14%
L@ 11 =T =T T o T 5%
None of these/l do spend time there ..., 15%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH

-




Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
Long Island Sound 2024 Public Perceptions Research Study Page 7

=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
Knowledge & Attitudes

(Ask of random 2 of sample, Group A):

16. Do you think there is anything that you do now as part of your daily life that might hurt the
quality of water in Long Island Sound?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 54)

D =T TP 16%

N O e 61%

(o] BE=TU [ < TR 24%
(If yes):

16A. What is an example of something you do that might hurt the quality of water in Long
Island Sound? (Open-ended. Categorized responses. See verbatim responses..)

Littering/Creating garbage ..........coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 34%
DIIVING e 12%
Polluting or wasting Water ...........ooo e 11%
Use fertilizers/pesticides/ChemiCals .............coovviiiiiiiiiii e, 10%
USING PIASTHIC. ..o 9%
I [0 ] 0 =03 Yo 1T T PP 6%
Boating pollution/Too much boating ............cccooiiiiiiiiiii e 3%
L 10 PR 17%

(Ask of random % of sample, Group B):

17. Do you think there is any change you could make in your daily life that might help to
improve the quality of water in Long Island Sound?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 55)

Y S e e 26%

N O e 32%

(I 0] BE=T0 | < TP 41%
(If yes):

17A. What is an example of something you could change that might help improve the quality of
water in Long Island Sound? (Open-ended. Categorized responses. See verbatim

responses..)
Not litter/Stop pollUtiNg ......cooeeeeeeeeee 28%
Pick up litter or garbage ... 14%
RECYCIE ... 14%
Want government/policy SOIULIONS ...........oeiiiiiiiie e 9%
Volunteer or support environmental organizations/Clean up the environment ........ 8%
USE 1ESS PIASHIC ..o 8%
Filter or clean the Water............oooo e 7%
CONSEIVE WALEr OF ENEIQY ....iieiiiiieiieee ettt e e ettt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e anneeees 3%
Reduce fertilizer/pesticide/chemical uUse.............cccco o 3%
Reduce water contamination/runoff..............cccco 2%
ReAUCE EMISSIONS ... .o e e e e e et e e e e e e e eennees 2%
L1 = 10%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
«*e< PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

(All):
18. In your view, if most local residents changed their everyday behavior, how much would it

improve the quality of water in the Long Island Sound?
(LIS 2006 Public Perception Study Question 55)

A Great deal.. ... . e e 28%
0] 0T 28%
Top 2 (A greatdeal + SOMeE) ..........ccoovveiiiiiiiiis 56%

I o o 11 e o R 12%
AT e 13%
I o = = RPN 4%
Bottom 3 (Not much + A little + Not at all).......... ....cooooeeeieeeiiiiieee 30%

I o A= U S 14%

19. Do you agree or disagree with these statements?
A. The actions of people on the land have an impact on the health of Long Island Sound.

B. Rainwater that runs into the storm drain is treated before it is released into local rivers
and streams.

C. Nitrogen from lawn fertilizer and septic tanks is a major source of water pollution in
Long Island Sound.

D. Natural habitats like wetlands and marshlands protect humans as well as wildlife.
E. My community has been increasingly affected by flooding over the last few years.
F. Over time, cigarette butts will break down into the soil naturally with no negative effects.

A B Cc D E F
Strongly agree 40% | 8% | 22% | 36% | 12% | 7%
Somewhat agree 33% | 17% | 31% | 28% | 23% | 10%
Total Agree 73% | 26% | 563% | 64% | 35% | 16%
Neutral or not sure 18% | 51% | 38% | 26% | 32% | 32%
Somewhat disagree 4% [(13% | 6% | 6% | 19% | 20%
Strongly disagree 4% | 11% | 3% | 4% | 15% | 32%
Total Disagree 8% | 24% | 10% | 10% | 34% | 52%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
«*e< PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
Long Island Sound 2024 Public Perceptions Research Study Page 9

=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
Behaviors

(Screening for behavior section):
S5.Do you own or rent your home?

(0 11.Y o T 46%
= | 45%
()1 1= ST 4%
[N L0 AT | (= 5%

(== T 57%
N O e 40%
I [0 = U PPN 3%

(If S6=yes):

S7.Does your yard or property have a grass lawn?

(== TSP 90%
o PSPPI 9%
I o] = U PSPPSR 1%

(If S6=yes):

S8.Who typically cares for that grass lawn? You can choose more than one. (Single choice.)
You or another household MEMDbEr ..........coiiiiiiiii e 66%
Someone you hire like @ 1awn SErviCe ............oouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 25%
Homeowners association or [andlord.............coouiiiiiii e 7%
L 1 0 PP 1%
I o = U USRS *%

(If S5=yes; own their home):
S9. Does your home have a septic system to handle its waste, or are you connected to a public
sewer system?

T =T o 1o 41%
PUD I C SBWET ... et ettt e e e aaaan 52%
[ Lo BE=TU < TP 6%
(All):
S10. Do you own a car?
Y S e 71%
N O et e 26%
[ Lo BE=TU < TR 3%

D (=TT 39%
o X 59%
[ Lo BE=TU < TR 2%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire

Long Island Sound 2024 Public Perceptions Research Study Page 10
=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
S12. Do you smoke cigarettes or e-cigarette often, once in a while, or never?
1011 (=] o TR 18%
ONCEIN A WHIIB. ... e e 12%
TOLAI YOS ...t 30%
I =YL= 68%
[N L0 AT | (= 2%

Following are a few things that you may or may not have done. There are no right or wrong

answers to these questions. Just answer each one based on your own experience.
In the last two years, have you...?
B1. (All): Recycled cans and bottles

VeEry freqQUENTIY ... 55%
Frequently ..., 19%
T 0] 0 L= 10 T 13%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Frequently + Very frequently) .............cccoeveveeeeee... 86%
7= (o] o PP 5%
I PSPPSR 7%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVEN) ........cccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 12%
N[0 A= U USSP 2%

B2. (If S6=1; Those with a yard or property): Used chemical pesticides in or around your

home to control mosquitos and ticks.

Very freQUENTIY ... 4%

Frequently ... 8%

SOMELIMES ...t e e e e e e e e 20%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Frequently + Very frequently) ...............cccovveeeenen. 33%

RS T=1 [ (o] o ¢ TP PPPPPPPPP 18%
NV BT . 48%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NeVEr) ...........coooeeeeieeieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 65%

I o] A= U P USRPPPRRPIN 2%

VEry freqQUENTIY ... e 4%

FrequUENtly ... 8%

SOMELIMES ...t e e et e e e e e e e 22%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Frequently + Very frequently) ..............ccccoovveeeene. 34%

RS T=1 Lo (o] o ¢ 1RO PPPPPRRPP 17%
NV T . 44%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NeVEI) ..........ccooeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 61%
NOE SUME <. et et e e e e e e e et et ee e e e e e e e e e eeattsaaaaeaaeeeeannes 4%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
Long Island Sound 2024 Public Perceptions Research Study Page 11

=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
In the last two years, have you...?

B4. (All): Volunteered in your community to help clean up or beautify a neighborhood park,
beach, or garden.

Y B ettt 31%
o X TP 65%
[N\ Lo] BE=TU [ < OO 4%

B5. (If S6=1; Those with a yard or property): Connected a rain barrel to your downspouts and
used the water between rainstorms.

Y S e 20%
N O e 7%
[N o] =10 < TP 3%

B6. (If S6=1; Those with a yard or property): Created a rain garden, which is an area that has
been dug out and planted with water-loving native plants to capture and quickly absorb
excess rainwater.

Y S et 17%
N O e 79%
[N 0] =10 =TT 4%

B7. (If S7=1; Those with a grass lawn): Reduced the size of your lawn and replaced the grass
with native or pollinator plants.

Y S e 26%
N O e 70%
[N o] =10 < TP 4%

B8. (If S9=1; Homeowners with septic): Upgraded your septic system with the latest advanced

technology.
(= S 20%
N 74%
N[ BTV | (TP 6%
Do you typically...?
B9. (All): Toss food wrappers, cups, or cigarette butts on the ground when you are not near a
trash can
AIWAY S .o 5%
USUAIIY .. 4%
Lo 03 =Y 110 T 8%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Usually + AIWays) ..........cccooeeeeeieiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 17%
RS T=1 o o o o 8%
I =Y 73%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVET) ..........ccouueeiieieieeeeeeea e 81%
NOE SUIE <. ettt e e e e ettt ettt e e e e e e eeeeetn e e eeaeeennees 2%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
Long Island Sound 2024 Public Perceptions Research Study Page 12

N=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024
B10. (All): Pick up litter when you see it

= TS 22%

USUAIIY .. 25%

SOMEBLIMES ...ttt e e e et aa e 32%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Usually + AIWays) .........ccccoeeeeeeeeeeeiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 80%

ES7=1 Lo (o] o ¢ DU PP SO UUPPPPRRUUPPINt 10%

N LN Y PP P PP PSR UPPPPPR 8%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVES) .........ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 18%

I (o] = U PPN 2%

B11. (All): Use a refillable water bottle instead of disposable plastic water bottles

AIWAYS. ..t e e et aaaas 35%

USUAIIY .. 26%

SOMEBLIMES ... ettt 21%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Usually + AIWaysS) .........cccooeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 82%

RS T=1 o (o] o o 8%
N LA PP UPPPSR 8%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVEN) ........cccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 16%

I o] = U PSPPSR 2%

AIWAYS. .. 1%

USUAIIY .. 13%

SOMELIMES ..ot e e e 21%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Usually + AIWaYS) ..........ooooouumeeiiiiiiiiiieieeee 45%

RS T=1 [ (o] o ¢ TR PP PPPPPPPPP 17%
I 1YY SR 37%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVE) ... 54%
NOT SUIE <. 1%

AIWAYS .. 67%

USUAIIY ..ttt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeaaens 12%

Y0002 11 =T PSP 8%
Top 3 (Sometimes + Usually + AIWaYS) ..........ooooouiieeeiiiiiiiieiee e 87%

RS T=1 L[] o 4 TP PRPPR PSP 5%
N0 O URPPPPRRRIN 6%
Bottom 2 (Seldom + NEVET) ..........cccouueeiieeiieieeeeeeee e 11%
NOT SUIE <. 2%

LONG ISLAND SOUND
e« PARTNERSHIP OPINIONWORK‘SH
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Connecticut Sea Grant & Long Island Sound Partnership Survey Questionnaire
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=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

B14. (If S7=1; Those with a grass lawn): How many times a year is your lawn fertilized? Just
give it your best guess. If it is never fertilized, enter 0. If you are completely unsure, leave
the box blank. (Number box)

O PR 44%
L 15%
2 e e e e e e e e e e e et e 20%
TP 8%
Qe et e e e et 6%
L3 0 1.1 = 7S 7%

(Random % of the full sample):
B15. Is there anything else you are doing to help improve the health of Long Island Sound or
any nearby waters? (Open-ended. Categorized responses.. See verbatim responses.)

Throw garbage away/Not litter. ... 25%
Pick up others’ trash/Clean the environment .............ccccooiiiiiiii e 22%
Recycle Or COMPOST ..o 14%
Volunteer or support environmental organizations/Encourage government action.. 9%
Encourage people to take helpful environmental actions...............cccccooiiiin. 7%
Use or buy environmentally friendly products.............cccoooeeiii 6%
Drive less/Reduce my carbon footprint...........ccccoi 5%
Reduce o reuse PlastiC........coooi i 4%
(070 a1 YT I (Y 2%
Reduce lawn/Have natural [awn ... e 1%
Reduce hazardous materials/chemicals/pesticides ...........cccccovviiiviiiiiiiiiiieee, 1%
L1 = 13%

Willingness/Likelihood

Now we're going to look to the future. Looking ahead over the next year or so, is it very likely,
somewhat likely, or not likely that you will do each of these things?

(Randomize L1-15; ask likelihood of performing each behavior in the future if currently not
performing a positive behavior or performing a negative behavior, or if unsure):

L1. (IfB1=1, 2 or 9): Recycle cans and bottles

VEIY TIKEIY ...t a e e 30%
SOMEWNAL TKEIY ... 34%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely)..............oeeeueiiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeeeeieeee e 64%
o] B 1= RSP PRR 20%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKElY)...........cooueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 54%
NOt SUIE . 15%
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N=3,709 adult residents of the Long Island Sound watershed in CT, NY; Jun 20-Aug 25, 2024

L2. (If B2=3, 4, 5 or 9): Use chemical pesticides in or around your home to control mosquitos
and ticks.

VEry KIY ..o 33%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... 42%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely)...........ccooveeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 75%
INOT TIKEIY ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e eaaeas 16%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKely)...........coooeeeeeeiiiiiiieee 58%
NOE SUIE <. s 9%

L3. (If B3=3, 4, 5 or 9): Use herbicide to control weeds in your yard.

RV =T Y 112G 2R 30%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... aennnnee 44%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely)...........oooeiieiiiiii 74%
INOT TIKEIY .ttt e e e e e e e as 17%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKelY).........ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 61%

I o] A= U = SO USRPPPRRRIN 9%

L4. (If B4=1 or 9): Volunteer in your community to help clean up or beautify a neighborhood
park, beach, or garden.

VEIY TKEIY .. 13%
SOMEWNAL TKEIY ... 36%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely).............cooooeiiiiiiiiiie 49%
NOLTKEIY .. 39%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKElY)...........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeee e 75%
NOT SUIE .. 12%
LS. (If B5=1 or 9): Connect a rain barrel to your downspouts and use the water between

rainstorms.

VEIY TKEIY .. 10%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... nnnnne 24%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely).............ooeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiieee e 33%
NOtHTKEIY .. 58%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKely)...........coooeeeeeeeieiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee 81%
NOT SUIE . 9%

L6. (If B6=1 or 9): Create a rain garden, which is an area that has been dug out and planted
with water-loving native plants to capture and quickly absorb excess rainwater.

VEIY KIY e 9%
S T0] TN = 11 =Y 24%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely)............ccooeeeiieiiiiiie 33%
NOt TKEIY .. 59%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKElY)...........coouieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 83%
NOE SUIE .. 9%
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L7. (If B7=1 or 9): Reduce the size of your lawn and replace the grass with native or pollinator

plants.

VEry KEIY ... 8%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... 20%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely)...........ccooveeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 29%
INOT TIKEIY ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e eaaeas 62%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKely)...........coooeeeeeeiiiiiiieee 83%
NOt SUIE . 9%

L8. (If B8=1 or 9): Upgrade your septic system with the latest advanced technology.

RV =T Y 11 G Y2 7%
RS T0] TN = 11 0= 19%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely) ... 27%
NOLIKEIY ... 60%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKelY).........ccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 79%

I o A= U 13%

L9. (IfB8=3, 4, 50r 9): Toss food wrappers, cups, or cigarette butts on the ground when you
are not near a trash can.

VEIY TKEIY .. 33%
SOMEWNAL TKEIY ... 29%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely).............cooooeiiiiiiiiiie 62%
o] B 11 = RSP PPR 26%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKElY)...........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeee e 55%
NOT SUIE .. 13%

L10. (If B10=1, 2 or 9): Pick up litter when you see it

VEIY TIKEIY ...t 14%
SOMEWNAL TKEIY ... 37%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely)..............oeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeieeee e 51%
o] B 1= RSP PRR 35%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKely)...........coooeeeeeeeieiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee 72%
NOT SUIE . 14%

VErY KEIY . 21%
SOMEWNAL TKEIY ... 34%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely)............ccooeeeiieiiiiiie 56%
o] B 11 =R 32%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt lIKElY)..........ccouueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 67%

I o A= U = 12%
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L12. (If B12=3, 4, 5 or 9): Wash your car in a paved driveway or street

VEry KIY ..o 55%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... 33%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat lIKely)...........ccooeeeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 88%

N (o] 11 (= PSPPI 8%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt LiKely) ...........ccoooeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeee 40%
NOE SUIE . 5%

L13. (If B13=1, 2 or 9): Pick up your dog’'s waste and dispose of it in the trash

RV =T Y 112G 2 21%
RS T0] TN = 11 =Y 20%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely)............ccoooviieiiiiiii 41%
NOLIKEIY .., 38%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt LiKely) .........ccooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 58%

I o ] A= U = YRR 21%

L14. (If B14=2 or more): Fertilize your lawn less often.

VEIY TKEIY .. 22%
SOMEWNAL IKEIY ... ennnene 37%
Top 2 (Very + Somewhat liKely)...........ccooeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 59%
o] 11 =PRI 32%
Bottom 2 (Somewhat + NOt LiKely) ............coooeeeeeiiiieiiiiieeeeeee 69%
NOT SUIE . 8%

Sources of Information

(All):
20. How much would you trust information about water pollution and the environment that
comes from each of these sources?

A. Your faith community
B. Local environmental organizations
C. Your local government
D. Your doctor or a health organization
E. University scientists
F. State environmental agencies
A B C D E F
A lot 17% | 37% | 21% | 33% | 42% | 36%
Some 34% | 35% | 39% | 37% | 31% | 35%
Top 2 (A lot + Some) 51% | 72% | 60% | 71% | 74% | 71%
Only a little 17% | 14% | 19% | 13% | 11% | 13%
Not at all 17% | 7% | 14% | 8% | 8% | 8%
Bottom 2 (Only a little + Not at all) | 35% | 21% | 33% | 21% | 18% | 21%
Not sure 14% | 7% | 7% | 8% | 8% | 7%
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21. Here are several ways of getting local information. How often do you use each one?

(Randomize list):
A. Social media like Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, etc.

B. Local TV or newspapers, whether in print or online

C. Newsletters or emails from local organizations or government

A B C
Frequently 35% | 34% | 16%
Sometimes 28% | 36% | 38%
Top 2 (Frequently + Sometimes) 63% | 70% | 54%
Seldom 16% | 16% | 23%
Never 16% | 9% | 18%
Not sure 5% | 4% | 5%

Focus Group Pre-Recruit

F1. In the next few weeks we will hold a focus group to talk more about some of these topics. It
will last two hours and pays $100. It may be in-person or on Zoom. No one will try to sell
you anything. How interested would you be in participating if it was held at a good time for
you?

DEfiNItelY ..o 31%
Probably ..., 20%
ADOUL 50-50 ... 24%
NOt INtErESIEd. .. .o 25%

F2. Are you interested in participating in the drawing for the $100 gift card?

(If F1=Definitely, Probably, or About 50/50, and/or if F2=Yes):
So that we can reach you, what is your...?

F3. First name (Text box)

F4. Last name (Text box)

F5. Email address (Text box)

F6. Best telephone number to reach you (Text box)

F7.ls that a mobile phone?

LONG ISLAND SOUND
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Classification
The final few questions are just to make sure we have a balanced sample. The answers will
not be tied back to you personally.

C1.How many years have you lived in the area? (Number box)

[T (g = o I T 17%
L3 (0 TS 14%
(O J8 Co T 1 16%
P24 0 I8 o TG 1 LT 30%
LN O I g 0 0[] (=TT 23%

C2.Doyou liveina...?

Single-family NOUSE ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiii e 50%
Attached townhouse, rowhouse, Or dUpPIeX .........couuuiiiiiiiiiiiec e 7%
P oF=1 110 41=] o1 8o ol oo s o [o TS 36%
MODIIE NOME ...ttt e 2%
L1 = 2%
Not sure or prefer NOtt0 SAY.......coeeiieiiii i 3%

C3.What is the last grade in school or level of education that you completed?

Less than 121" Grade..........ccuiecuieiiiecie ettt 5%
High school diploma or GED ..........cccuiiiiiiiiii e 31%
Attended some college, NO degree............ooooiieiiiiiiieiie 16%
ASSOCIate (2-YEAr) AEGIEE .....eiiiieiiiiiiitee ettt 8%
Bachelor's (4-year) degree ... 21%
Post-graduate degree..............ooooiiiii 17%
Not sure or prefer NOt t0 SAY .........ooiiiiiiiiii s 2%

C4.Do you most closely identify your race or ethnicity as...? Choose any that apply to you.

African-AmeriCan OF BIACK ..... ..o 15%
Asian or PacifiC ISIANAET ... ... oo 8%
o TE=T o 7= T T3 o] ol 1= ] o o 21%
Middle Eastern or NOrth AffiCAN ........oiee e 2%
Mixed race or Multi-racial (UnSpPecified) .........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 4%
Native American or Alaska NatiVEe ..........oiviieiii e 2%
LAY L T (=TT 56%
SOMELNING ISE ... 1%
Not sure or prefer NOt t0 SAY ........coiiiiiiiiiiii e 3%

C5.What is your gender identity?

=T 0 0 = L 49%
/=1 = USSP 48%
NON-DINAIY <. e e e e ettt e e e e e eeneees 2%
Another gender Category ..... ..o e e *%
Prefer NOt 10 SAY ... ..o i 2%
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C6.About what was the total income for all members of your household last year before taxes?
Just give it your best guess.

(Phone only): Stop me when | get to the right category. (Read categories until stopped.)

LeSS than $25,000......c.u oo 18%
25 t0 1€SS than $50,000 ..o e 21%
50 t0 1€SS than $75,000 .....ccooeeeeeeee e 16%
7510 1SS than $100,000 .....ooeeeeeeeee e 12%
100 to less than $150,000 ... e 12%
B150,000 OF MOT@...eeee ettt 13%
Not sure or prefer NOtt0 SAY ........oooiiiiii i 9%

That completes the survey. Thank you for your time. Your responses have been recorded.
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